
WAC 220-630-040  Establishing a regional fisheries enhancement 
group.  (1) In order to establish a regional fisheries enhancement 
group, interested parties must make application through the depart-
ment. In order to qualify to establish a group, interested parties 
must:

(a) Identify which geographic region the interested parties live 
in.

(b) Identify the interested parties, including addresses.
(c) Identify a representative who will work with the department 

on the initial application.
(d) Agree to form a nonprofit corporation, registered with the 

secretary of state of the state of Washington.
(e) Agree to periodic audits by the department, or its represen-

tative.
(2) The department will provide coordination and technical assis-

tance to facilitate the application by prospective groups to be fish-
eries regional enhancement groups. The department shall provide a for-
mat and guidelines which any prospective group may use to make initial 
application. An initial application will be reviewed by the regional 
enhancement task force within thirty days, and notice will be given in 
writing of any omissions or errors and corrective action will be dis-
cussed with the group representative. The prospective group will be 
given thirty days for correction and resubmission of the application.

(3) The goal shall be one prospective group per region, and a de-
partment coordinator shall seek reconciliation of competing interests, 
but in the event two or more prospective groups make application, the 
department may request a representative of each group to meet with the 
regional enhancement task force and make a presentation addressing why 
that group should be the fisheries regional enhancement group for the 
region. The regional fisheries task force shall recommend to the di-
rector which group shall be selected as the regional fisheries en-
hancement group. The criteria to be considered when choosing from 
among competing groups shall include, but not be limited to:

(a) Representation of diverse interests within the group.
(b) The intentions of the group regarding salmon production, sal-

mon habitat protection, and salmon habitat enhancement.
(c) The inclusion of an educational component within the group's 

planning process.
(d) Group plans to provide accountability for both salmon produc-

tion and fiscal matters.
(e) The expected level of voluntary contributions to and volunta-

ry participation in group projects.
(4) Upon selection of the prospective group, the department will 

provide guidance and assistance with the articles of incorporation and 
establishment as a 501 (C)(3) organization.

(5) After approval as a group, incorporation, and initial 501 
(C)(3) application, one-twelfth of the start up funds provided for in 
section 9, chapter 426, Laws of 1989, will be made available, as nee-
ded, to each group for start up costs, other than incorporation costs, 
or start up projects. Distribution of start up funds for start up 
costs or start up projects will be made by the director, based on re-
view and recommendation by the regional enhancement task force. After 
January 1, 1991, uncommitted start up funds may be distributed by the 
director to established groups for start up projects, based on review 
and recommendation of the regional enhancement task force.
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[Statutory Authority: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.013, 77.04.020, 77.04.055, 
and 77.12.047. WSR 17-05-112 (Order 17-04), amended and recodified as 
§ 220-630-040, filed 2/15/17, effective 3/18/17. Statutory Authority: 
1989 c 426 and RCW 75.08.080. WSR 90-04-026 (Order 90-06), § 
220-140-030, filed 1/30/90, effective 3/2/90.]
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